CITIZENS INITIATIVE REVIEWR®

informing voters through citizen-centered deliberative democracy
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Citizens Initiative Review®: How it Works
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“Participating in the Citizens Initiative
Review® has been a unique and
enriching experience for me. This
opportunity to work side by side with
fellow voters has affirmed my belief in
the value of public participation in the
democratic process."

-Citizen panelist (Oregon, 2014)

"[The Citizens Initiative Review®] is a
promising form of voter education,
way to counter money in politics, and
even an experiment in connecting high-
quality, relational, but small-scale
politics to the mass scale..."

-Peter Levine, Associate Dean and
Professor of Citizenship & Public Affairs
at the Jonathan M. Tisch College of
Civic Life, Tufts University

"The CIR is a promising innovation in the
development of democracy. The
reviews combine the political power of
voting with the educational power of
deliberation: the knowledge and insight
that can be generated by a diverse
group of citizens thinking together
about a policy issue. This is an
extraordinary step forward for the
state, and for the idea of self
governance."

-Matt Leighninger, Vice President of
Public Engagement at Public Agenda
and author of
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Bring a Citizens Initiative
Review® to You!

Oregon made history when it became the first
state to adopt the Citizens Initiative Review®
as part of its elections process. The Citizens
Initiative Review® process is now being invited
into other states and jurisdictions. Pilot
projects have been conducted in Colorado,
Massachusetts, and Arizona, and an official
statewide Citizens Initiative Review® process
was held in 2016 by the publicly funded
Arizona Citizens Clean Elections Commission.
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