
Youth 
Experiencing 
Homelessness 
Program 
(YEHP)

Matthew Rasmussen, Program Manager



Serving youth: Our role
Oversee contracts and grants process

Deliver troubleshooting to grantees

Develop and advance policy direction

Track national best practice

Pursue funding opportunities

Engage youth and partners

Maintain connections to other ODHS programs



Who we’re supporting
• Unaccompanied youth, not in the care of a parent or guardian, residing in:

• Places not meant for human habitation (i.e. cars, parks, abandoned buildings, campgrounds).
• Emergency shelters and transitional living.
• Hotels and motels.
• Over-crowded housing, doubling up and couch surfing.

• Youth through the age of 24, though some programs may use more limited age 
criteria.

• Some of the most common reasons young people leave or are forced to leave 
home include:
• An unstable family life.
• Experiences of family housing instability or homelessness as a child.
• Severe family conflict, physical abuse, sexual abuse, neglect or abandonment by parents and 

caregivers.
• Caregiver and youth substance use and mental health disorders.



Counting youth – A challenge
• Youth don’t always see themselves as “homeless” or experiencing homelessness.

• Youth can feel uncomfortable or unsafe in even coming forward for assistance.

• Youth may feel safer staying “off the radar”.

• Limiting definitions of homelessness can create confusion and undercounts are 
guaranteed.

• Current data sources on youth homelessness are affected by outside factors.



Oregon Youth Homelessness: By the numbers

8,300
homeless young people in 
need of safe housing and 

services every year*

4th
highest number of 

Unaccompanied Homeless 
Youth (UHY) across U.S.**

1st
highest rate of UHY 

without shelter across 
U.S.**

* Corporation for Supporting Housing Youth Housing Needs Assessment
** U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 2023 Annual Homelessness Assessment Report

https://www.oregon.gov/dhs/CHILDREN/Homeless-Youth/Documents/CSH-YH-Needs.pdf
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/sites/default/files/pdf/2023-AHAR-Part-1.pdf


Legislative funding (2023-2025)

• Per biennium
• $4.5 million - General Fund
• $600,000 - Federal Social Services Block Grant

• New short-term investments
• $12.5 million - House Bills 2001 / 5019 (2023)
• $6.25 million -  House Bills 2001 / 5019 (2023)
• $4 million - House Bill 3395 (2023)



Ideal youth homelessness services continuum

Drop-in 
centers, 

outreach, 
and other 
points of 

entry

Crisis/Short-
Term Housing 

(shelter)

Diversion (support services, mediation, 
advocacy, economic supports)

Medium-Term Housing (Transitional, 
Rapid Rehousing, Host Homes along 

with economic supports)

Permanent Housing: 
unsubsidized, 

subsidized, short-term 
rental assistance, PSH, 

or with family/friends 
YEHP YEHP

YEHP

YEHP Limited YEHP 
– mostly 

OHCS, PHAs

Adapted from CSH Statewide Youth Housing Needs Assessment

https://www.oregon.gov/odhs/providers-partners/homeless-youth/Documents/csh-yh-needs.pdf


Proposed System to End Youth Homelessness



Investment areas
Prevention Services: Street outreach and 
day drop-in centers

Crisis Intervention: Shelter

Medium-Term Housing: Transitional 
living programs

Host Homes

Support Services: Culturally-specific 
services, mental health and substance use 

Core Services are administered 
via grant agreements with youth-
serving non-profit organizations.

in 2023 grants
$19.5M 



Funding by service category

Region Requested (rounded) Awarded
Share of Core Services 
budget

Southern $8,975,268.00 $4,050,000.00 20%

Mid Valley $15,932,820.00 $5,825,000.00 30%

Metro – Tri County $26,797,516.00 $4,925,000.00 25%

NW Oregon $1,933,872.00 $500,000.00 3%
Oregon Coast $1,283,750.00 $1,240,000.00 6%

Central/Gorge $3,987,044.00 $2,260,000.00 12%

Eastern $1,964,400.00 $700,000.00 4%

*Note: $6.25 million was set-aside legislatively for Host Homes



Unique initiatives in supporting youth and 
preventing homelessness 

Direct Cash Transfer 
Plus (DCT+) pilot
Cash transfers for YEH 
population to assist in exiting 
youth from housing instability, 
prioritizing youth of color and 
over-represented populations

DCT as Prevention 
(DCT-P) pilot
Cash transfers for youth at 
risk of homelessness to 
prevent entry into a 
homelessness response 
system

Affordable Housing 
for College Students 
Affordable Rents for College 
Students (ARCS) – Free and 
Reduced rent for youth 
furthering their education 
and/or employability skills



Youth Homelessness: Stopping the Flow



Questions?
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