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Principles & Options



Example 1: Getting a Dog



Examples of Principles

I care about getting a dog that…
❏ Will be very receptive to training.
❏ I can take on long hikes.
❏ Might help get rid of the rodents in my yard.
❏ Likes to cuddle on the couch.
❏ Won’t make my allergies worse.
❏ Has a chance of winning the ugly dog contest.



Examples of Options: Breeds

PIT BULL BORDER COLLIE MEXICAN HAIRLESS



Which options meet the most principes?

PIT BULL BORDER COLLIE MEXICAN HAIRLESS

✓ I can take on long 
hikes.

✓ Might help get rid of 
the rodents in my 
yard.

✓ Likes to cuddle on 
the couch.

✓ Won’t make my 
allergies worse.

✓ Will be very receptive 
to training.

✓ I can take on long 
hikes.

✓ Likes to cuddle on 
the couch.

✓ Likes to cuddle on 
the couch.

✓ Won’t make my 
allergies worse.

✓ Has a chance of 
winning the ugly dog 
contest.



Example 2: Finding a 
New Home



Principles (all – no judgement)
I would really like to find a home…

Options (all – no judgement)
My home might be…

❏ Where my kids can go to a 
large public school.

❏ Where my kids can easily get 
out in nature.

❏ That is quiet and surrounded 
by open space.

❏ In a bustling neighborhood full 
of activities.

❏ That doesn’t require my family 
to drain our savings.

● In the city
● In the country

● An apartment
● A house
● A remote cabin in the woods

● 3-5 bedrooms
● 1-2 bedrooms



Principles (prioritized)
I would really like to find a home…

Options (tied to Principles)
My home might be…

That doesn’t require my family 
to drain our savings. (20 votes)

● ● In the city
● In the country

● An apartment
● A house
● A remote cabin in the woods

● 3-5 bedrooms
● 1-2 bedrooms

In a bustling neighborhood full 
of activities. (14 votes)

●

Where my kids can easily get 
out in nature. (14 votes)

●

That is quiet and surrounded 
by open space. (9 votes)

●

Where my kids can go to a 
large public school. (6 votes)

●



Principles (prioritized)
I would really like to find a home…

Options (tied to Principles)
My home might be…

That doesn’t require my family 
to drain our savings. (20 votes)

● ● In the city
● In the country

● An apartment
● A house
● A remote cabin in the woods

● 3-5 bedrooms
● 1-2 bedrooms

In a bustling neighborhood full 
of activities. (14 votes)

●

Where my kids can easily get 
out in nature. (14 votes)

●

That is quiet and surrounded 
by open space. (9 votes)

●

Where my kids can go to a 
large public school. (6 votes)

●



Principles (prioritized)
I would really like to find a home…

Options (tied to Principles)
My home might be…

That doesn’t require my family 
to drain our savings. (20 votes)

● ● In the city
● In the country

● An apartment
● A house
● A remote cabin in the woods

● 3-5 bedrooms
● 1-2 bedrooms

In a bustling neighborhood full 
of activities. (14 votes)

●

Where my kids can easily get 
out in nature. (14 votes)

●

That is quiet and surrounded 
by open space. (9 votes)

●

Where my kids can go to a 
large public school. (6 votes)

●



Principles (prioritized)
I would really like to find a home…

Bundled Options
My home might be…

That doesn’t require my family 
to drain our savings. (20 votes)

● ● An apartment in the city 
that’s next to a park.

● A cabin on some land that’s 
not very far outside town.

In a bustling neighborhood full 
of activities. (14 votes)

●

Where my kids can easily get 
out in nature. (14 votes)

●

That is quiet and surrounded 
by open space. (9 votes)

●

Where my kids can go to a 
large public school. (6 votes)

●



Principles (prioritized)
I would really like to find a home…

Bundled Options
My home might be…

That doesn’t require my family 
to drain our savings. (20 votes)

● ● An apartment in the city 
that’s next to a park.

● A cabin on some land that’s 
not very far outside town.

In a bustling neighborhood full 
of activities. (14 votes)

●

Where my kids can easily get 
out in nature. (14 votes)

●

That is quiet and surrounded 
by open space. (9 votes)

●

Where my kids can go to a 
large public school. (6 votes)

●



Principles: The values or criteria 
that guides a decision.

Options: The components of a 
decision that meet one or more 
Principles.







Now, think of a decision you’ve 
made recently and list:
1. Principles that guided your 

decision
2. Options that were available to you




